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By Charles T.Ambrose 
l~ ~~ l c-:--  ARCHES OR Hrs SoNs 
AFTER A CrvrL WAR BATTLE 
II ars invariably bring great sorrow to the parents of 
many soldiers. 
Unwelcome news of 
this sort came in 
December 1862 to 
Reuben Searcy in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 
who had two sons 
fighting for the 
Confederacy. Searcy 
(1805-87) had come to 
Alabama from North Carolina in 
1826. Two years later he attended 
Transylvania University's Medical 
Department, taking courses oflectures 
in 1830-32 and writing his dissertation 
on fever.1 Mter earning his diploma, 
Searcy embarked on a medical practice 
in Tuscaloosa County and married 
Mary Ann Abigail Fitch, who bore 
him five children. When the Civil War 
began in April1861, his son James was 
age 22, Reuben was 18, and George 
was 1l. James had graduated from the 
University of Alabama two years earlier 
and was teaching elementary school to 
earn money for attending medical 
school later. Reuben was a sophomore 
at the university and a member of its 
cadet corps. 
In February 1862 James Searcy enlisted 
as an artillery man in a Tuscaloosa 
army company then engaged in coastal 
defense outside Mobile. His battery 
was soon dispatched to Corinth in 
northeast Mississippi to join the main 
Confederate Army, which had with-
drawn there in front of the advancing 
Union Army. When the latter overran 
Corinth in mid-March, James's com-
pany traveled slowly by train eastward 
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Left: This portrait of Reuben Searcy 
Sr. is by Nicola Marschall. Courtesy 
of Maxwell Elebash. 
Below: james T. Searcy as he 
appeared in 1859, when he 
graduated from the 
University of Alabama. 
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with the rest 
of the 
Confederate 
Army across 
Alabama via 
Tuscaloosa, and by August through 
Rome and Lafayette, Georgia. It con-
tinued northward via Chattanooga and 
Sparta, Tennessee, to Bardstown and 
Perryville, Kentucky. The Battle of 
Perryville in October 1862 saw another 
defeat for the Confederate forces, 
which then retired south to Knoxville. 
T he army, depleted daily by injuries 
and diseases, trekked westward 150 
miles across Tennessee and assembled 
near Murfreesboro for an anticipated 
fateful battle in January 1863 . 
In 150 letters to his family, James 
vividly described army life, complain-
ing during one period of unremitting 
rain, muddy camps, fleas, and 
mosquitoes. Early on, he repeatedly 
admonished his brother Reuben not to 
enter the army before completing his 
education. His "merits" could be better 
displayed by joining later as an officer 
than by enlisting then as a private. 
Unfortunately, Reuben Searcy suc-
cumbed to the martial fervor while 
training with a local volunteer group. 
I n April1862 he and a friend, James 
R. Maxwell, joined the 34th Alabama 
Infantty, accompanied by Maxwell's 
slave, Jim Bobbitt. T hey reached their 
regiment at Tupelo, 50 miles south of 
Corinth, but soon became part of the 
withdrawing Army of Mississippi, 
which included the older brother, 
James. Over the next eight months the 
Searcy brothers and Maxwell, along 
with Bobbitt, traveled the same route 
outlined above. Although billeted gen-
erally a mile or so apart, the brothers 
met whenever possible. 
During the advance through north-
western Georgia in August, Reuben 
became sick with fever in LaFayette 
but was nursed back to health over a 
week's stay there by some local young 
ladies who brought him "chicken 
soup and other nice things." In 
Chattanooga, he rejoined the main 
army, which then moved into 
Kentucky, anticipating the battle 
at Perryville. The brothers were 
present at this strategic defeat for the 
Confederacy, both surviving unscathed. 
he Southern forces retreated 
from Perryville and camped 
for a time at Knoxville, where 
Reuben suffered two bouts of dysen-
tery. T he army finally gathered in 
western Tennessee near Murfreesboro, 
organizing for an eventual battle there, 
and in early December, Reuben, age 
19, was elected a 3rd Lieutenant to 
replace an incompetent officer in his 
company. In late December, his com-
pany came under prolonged attack by a 
Union "battery of rifled fieldpieces." 
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